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Workaround for misused XLIFF
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• What it is:
• Format for translation

• Bilingual setup
• Original file format gets converted to XLIFF

• Segmentation

• What it is NOT:
• It is NOT supposed to contain other file formats, like HTML 

(as you can do with XML itself).
• It is NOT format where you can customize attributes to contain user-defined 

comments, IDs or length information. 
• It is NOT format that gets segmented when importing it into a CAT tool.

• The segmentation is supposed to happen when creating the XLIFF.

XLIFF 
XML Localization Interchange File Format
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• A lot of developers who create XLIFF don't seem to be 
aware of what XLIFF is supposed to be.

• We have to deal with "misused" XLIFF.

• Most of the time, you can use 
an XML filter instead .

• Copy source to target
• Lock the content between the source tags.
• Use the content between the target tags for translation.

XLIFF 
XML Localization Interchange File Format
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1. XLIFF with HTML
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8" standalone="no"?>
<xliff xmlns="urn:oasis:names:tc:xliff:document:1.2" version="1.2">
…

<source>
<![CDATA[This is some text for a website. The text is written in HTML and therefore 
contains several HTML-specific tags. For example <strong>formatting</strong>. In order to 
embed the text in XML the user has chosen the CDATA element (which signifies that 
everything that follows is pure text. Tags are not to be interpreted as such). It also contains 
several sentences within one source segment as the user has not done any segmentation 
while producing the XLIFF file.<p></p><br />Linebreaks are created through P and BR 
tags. And the user has also used an entity, here the non-breaking&#xA0;space.]]>
</source>
<target></target>

…
</trans-unit></body></file></xliff>
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XLIFF Filter
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• Use an XML filter where you lock the content of 
the <source>…</source> sections, effectively 
importing the text between the 
<target>…</target> tags as source text.

• Add a cascading HTML filter and define whether a 
<br/> tag should beak a segment or not.

• This text will get overwritten with your translation.

Importing as XML (+ HTML)
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XML filter + 
HTML filter
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XML 
filter + 
HTML 
filter

Used for segmentation
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• Use the XML filter to specify the content of an 
attribute as a comment, for example a number as 
length restriction.

2. Length Restriction in Attribute
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Length 
Restriction 
in 
Attribute

attribute nametag name
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Length 
Restriction in 
Attribute
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Number in Comment for Length Check
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• If the XLIFF file contains line breaks or indents, 
make sure to set up the XML filter to preserver 
whitespace!

• Otherwise the XML filter will "normalize" all 
whitespace within the text (i.e. reduce several 
whitespaces to just one).

3. Normalization
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Normalization Source text with line breaks and indents

After translation -
normalized text
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XML filter + 
HTML filter
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Normalization

Source and target text with same line 
breaks and indents.

2nd step: HTML filter

3rd step: Regex Tagger
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The <source>…</source> tags do not contain 
the source text.

4. Source Text in Target Section

<trans-unit id="1">
<source xml:lang="en-US"><![CDATA[company.articleOverview.all]]></source>

<target xml:lang="de-DE"><![CDATA[All Articles]]></target>
</trans-unit>

Use an XML filter as previously described.
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The client wants to have the translation in a 
different area.

5. Translation in the Note

<trans-unit id="1">
<source xml:lang="en-US">This is the source segment.</source>

<note>TRANSLATE TO HERE</note>
</trans-unit>

Use a multilingual XML filter to define the source 
text area and the target text area.
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5. Translation in the Note

Please note that this filter does not allow a cascading 
HTML filter (at the moment).
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5. Translation in the Note



22

6. Non-HTML Tags The text contains custom tags 
to signify a line break.

<x id='lb1' ctype='lb' />
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Tags show up as text 
when imported with 
XLIFF or XML filter.

Non-HTML Tags



24

Use 2 XML filter steps
- to convert the x tag text 

to a "real" tag
- to use the x tag as a 

structure tag

Non-HTML Tags
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Non-HTML Tags

x tag used for segmentation
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XLIFF has a tag called <g> which can be used to 
act as a placeholder for tags in the source file 
format.

6. G-Tags for Tags in the Original File
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XLIFF filter
- large segments
- a lot of tags

Here the <g> tag 
could be defined 
as a structure tag.

But here the <g> 
tag acts as an 
inline tag as well.
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XML filter
g tag is inline tag

Segmentation is 
slightly better, 
segments are no 
longer so big.
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Cascading filter
Regex Textfilter 1
Regex Textfilter 2
Regex Textfilter 3
XML

Segmentation is even 
better and the amount 
of tags has been 
reduced in segments 
where tags are not 
used as internal tags.
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Cascading filter
Regex Textfilter 1 to 
extract text between 
<target> tags

Regex Textfilter 2 to use 
several g tags as 
segmentation point

Regex Textfilter 3 to 
exclude g tag sequences

XML filter to show 
remaining g tags as 
internal tags



31

• XLIFF files that show the *.XML extension instead of 
*.XLIFF

• Rename the file extension
• XLIFF files that do not import, but show an error 
message that the language pair of the XLIFF is not the 
same as the project's language settings

• Check the XLIFF in a text editor and search for "source-
language=" and "target-language=" and type in the 
correct language codes

• Sometimes XLIFF files do not show language codes, but 
the information "default"

More…
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• XLIFF files that show the *.XLIFF extension, but 
once opened with a text editor you can see that 
they are not XLIFF files at all, because the XLIFF 
header is missing.

More…
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Thank you!
Any questions?

zerfass@zaac.de
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