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Workaround for misused XLIFF
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XLIFF
XML Localization Interchange File Format

* What it is:
» Format for translation
* Bilingual setup
 Original file format gets converted to XLIFF
« Segmentation

« What it is NOT:

* It is NOT supposed to contain other file formats, like HTML
(as you can do with XML itself).

* It is NOT format where you can customize attributes to contain user-defined
comments, IDs or length information.

* It is NOT format that gets segmented when importing it into a CAT tool.
* The segmentation is supposed to happen when creating the XLIFF.
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XLIFF
XML Localization Interchange File Format

* A lot of developers who create XLIFF don't seem to be
aware of what XLIFF is supposed to be.

* We have to deal with "misused" XLIFF.

* Most of the time, you can use
an XML filter instead ©.

» Copy source to target
* Lock the content between the source tags.
 Use the content between the target tags for translation.
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1. XLIFF with HTML

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8" standalone="no"?>
<xliff xmIns="urn:oasis:names:tc:xliff:document:1.2" version="1.2">

<source>
This is some text for a website. The text is written in HTML and therefore

contains several HTML-specific tags. For example <strong>formatting</strong>. In order to

embed the text in XML the user has chosen the CDATA element (which signifies that

everything that follows is pure text. Tags are not to be interpreted as such). It also contains

several sentences within one source segment as the user has not done any segmentation

while producing the XLIFF file.<p></p><br />Linebreaks are created through P and BR

tags. And the user has also used an entity, here the non-breaking&#xAO0;space.

</source>

<target> </target>

</trans-unit> </body> </file> < /xliff>
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XLIFF Filter

This is'some-text-for-a-website.- The-text-is
written-in-"HTML-and-therefore-contains-
several'HTML-specific'tags.-For-example-
<strong>formatting<strong>.-In-order-to-
embed-the-text'in*XML the'user-has-chosen"
the-CDATA-element-(which-signifies-that-
everything-that-follows-is-pure-text.-Tags-are-

|| not-to-be-interpreted-as-such).-It-also-
contains-several-sentences-within-one-source-
segment-as-the‘user-has-not'done-any-
segmentation-while-producing-the-XLIFF-
file.<p></p><br:/>Linebreaks-are‘created-
through-P-and-BR-tags.-And-the-user-has-also-
used-an-entity, here-the-
non-breaking&#xA0;space.
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Importing as XML (+ HTML)

* Use an XML filter where you lock the content of
the <source>...</source> sections, effectively
Importing the text between the
<target>...</target> tags as source text.

» Add a cascading HTML filter and define whether a
<br/> tag should beak a segment or not.

* This text will get overwritten with your translation.
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Docurment import settings

XML fitter

o5 Select filter to chain

Fitter HTML fitter

Fiter corfiguration default fread-only)

<Mew Corfiguration

Remove
Encoding and reference files  General Tags and attibutes  Enities  Subtitles
Handled tags

Info
body Str-lnh Mat translated

file Str:ink \equired: Nomal
Strlnh

Whitespace handling:
- Inhert
- Str;Inh e
brans-unit Strlnh [] Tag content is context |0 for siblings

wliff Str;Inh

Document import settings

Fitter Cascading fitter

Filter configuration <Mew Configuration
Add cascadin

XML filter =

Select import type
o (®) Import markup as inline tags
I te r + () Import markup as memoQ ags}
°® Import settings
H I M I I t er HTML configuration  PHP configuration

[] lgnore content of drop-down lists
Import non-breaking spaces as entities

Enforce empty <img.> and <br/>tags




Source | | Target | Sort | Mo sorting

XM L This"is'some-text-for-a-website.
The text-is-written-in"HTML-and-therefore'contains-

&

-t several-HTML-specific-tags.
fllter + . For-example-

rformatting

HTML In-order-to-embed-the text'in- XML the-user-has-

- chosen-the'CDATA-element:(whith-signifies-that-

- rything-thaf-follows-is-pure-fext.
filter [ |

. Tags-are-not {o-be-interpretedjas-such).

It-also-contaids-several-sentenices within-one*source-
. segment-as-the-user-has-notjdone-any-segmentation
while-producihg-the-XLIFF-filg.

Linebreaks-are-created-throjfigh-P-and-BR-tags.

Used for segmentation

And-the-usef-has-also-used/an-entity,"here the-
~ non-breaking €I=® space.

Changed neve

 View pane

<LFAaNsS-UMIT Gatatype="ntmi" 0= "1a-u" =
& i S T AL T B I H o e te #™a website. The text is written in HTML and mig.contains several HTML-specific tags. For example
{strong}formatting{,ﬁrstr s order to embed the text in XML the user has chosen the CDATA el ghich signifies that everythmg that follows is pure text.
3s such). It also contains several sentences within one source segment as the user N3 akation while producing the

:-(LIFF f|| <p=</p><br /=linebreaks are created through P and BR tags. And the user has alse used an entity, here the non-break . ;fpace.]l></source>
<target>2TCORTAIITIG is some text for a website. [The text is written in HTML and therefore contains several HT T -Specific tags. For
example <strong>formatting</strong>. In order to embed the text in XML the user has chosen the CDATA element (which signifies that
everything that follows is pure text. Tags are not to be interpreted as such). It also contains several sentences within one source
segment as the user has not done any segmentation while producing the XLIFF file.Linebreaks are created through P and BR tags. And
the user has also used an entity, here the non-breaking space.]]></target>

< /trans-units
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2. Length Restriction in Attribute

» Use the XML filter to specify the content of an
attribute as a comment, for example a number as
length restriction.



[=] XLIFF with length restriction xif

Length

Restriction
in
Attribute

1
2

L

11
12
13
14
15

16

17

15
20
21
22
23

=] o N e

<?xml - version="1.0" encoding="utf-8" ?>[@=N
H<x1iff version="1.2" xmlns="urn:oasis:names:tc:x1iff:document:1.2" >IR3
- - <file original="demo.txt" source-language="en-US" target-lanquage="de-DE" datatype=
"plaintext" date="2019-08-16T13:39:272" build-num="1.0">HHAN3

= <body>E:iNg
= group  jd=" CR
= d="TextLong Index 10" size-unit="char"
BRECE ol :space="preserve'>Main Switch 1</source>@s
<target =zml:space="preserve'">Main Switch 1<;‘targ‘et>
: </trans-\nit>E2A3
= <trans-un id="Textshort Index 10" size-unit="char" maxwidth="6" translate="no">
<source xm\: space="preserve'>MS1</source>lil]
<target xzml :\pace="preserve'">MSl</target>Eifa
- </trans-unit>{E:0
= <trans-unit id="T§xtLong Index 20" size-unit="char" maxwidth
<source xml:spacN\="preserve'">Master Control 2</source>Elif3
<target xml:spaceNpreserve'">Master Control 2</target>Elif3
- </trans-unit>ERA3
= <trans-unit id="TextShogt Index 20" size-unit="char" maxwidth="%" translate="no">
CRILE]
<source xml:space="presegyve'>MC  2</source>ERil3
<target =zml:space="preser\e'">MC 2</target>EIiA3
: </trans-unit>ERiK3
- </group>ERila
- </body>EiN3
- </file>ERIA3 .
 </x1iff>GRIE | tag name I | attribute name I




Length
estriction in
ttribute [

Filter corfiguration <Mew Configuration:

Add cascading filter.. |

Encoding and reference files  General Tags and attributes  Ertities  Subtitles
Handled tags Tag settings
Name Infa [] Inline
body Str:Inh [] Mot translated Comment settings for attribute
file Str:Inh Required: Momal

- [
group .:-tr,lnh Whitespace handling:
soUrce Str;NT;Inh ;
o Inherit —
Strolnh (_) Not a comment sounce
Str:Inh [ Tag content is context |0 for siblings memo( will not import the attribute’s value as comment.

Str:Inh

Choose how memo@ will import comments from the value of ihe selecied affvbuie.

[ ] Tag content is comment for siblings @ Comment for tag's children

The attribute’s value will be imported as a comment for the tag's children |
Siblings as: | Only fallowing
() Comment for tag's children and following siblings
The attribute’s value will be imported as a comment for the tag's children and the tags that follow, until
Attribute setti the parent tag is closed.
[] Translatable () Comment for tag's children and preceding and following siblings

The attribute’s value will be imported as a8 comment for the tag’s children and for tags that follow
afterwards until the parent tag is closed and for preceding tags from the point the parent tag was

Clear list Populate

Required

Filtered oK Cancel

Montranslation. ..
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Number in Comment for Length Check

Source | |‘, o ‘+ Sort | Mo sorting
Main-Switch-1
2 MS1

. Master-Control-2

+ MC-2
Changed Jnever

: View pane Ooox

Active comments HTML preview Review | Active comments

Created by XML filter Date/time 08.06.2023 ategory «F Information "ﬁ
Appliesto — Row
18

Edit QA settings

Segments andterms  Consistency MNumbers  Punctuation Spaces, capitals, characters  Inlinetags  Lendth  Regex  Severity

Characterbased length check
Check length of translation based on value stored with the row orin its comment
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3. Normalization

* If the XLIFF file contains line breaks or indents,
make sure to set up the XML filter to preserver
whitespace!

* Otherwise the XML filter will "normalize" all
whitespace within the text (i.e. reduce several
whitespaces to just one).



Normalization Source text with line breaks and indents

?xml - version="1.0" -encoding="UTF-8"7>[8}
<x1iff version="1.0">ERMAI
<file source-language="en-us"  target-language="de-de" fdatatype="plaintext" original=
"messages" date="2022-12-15T10:45:002" - -product-name ”prnd_name”>ﬂxﬂﬁ

<header />[®a

CRILF]

<trans-unit id="UserEmailNewsletter.cgntent" xml:space="preserve'>[@:l
<source><! [CDATA | (&IRY -

[salutation}, RN

Thank: -you-for - -your-interest -in-our -newsletter. -Please -enter your-email
address -by-clicking -on-the following-link : [@=ifg

<a-href="{uri}">Complete  registration</a>EiNy

If -the-link -does not -work, -please -copy/paste -the -link address- -into-the
address - field of - your -browser . [GEil3
<target state="translated"><! [CDATA[ -Guten Tag:{salutation}, -vielen-Dank
After translation - fiir - Ihr - Interesse-an-userem-Newsletter. -Bitte geben Sie Ihre E-Mail-Adressq
normalized text ein, -indem-Sie -dem-folgenden Link-folgen: -<a-href="{uri}">Registrierung
abschliefen</a>-Sollte-der-Link-nicht: funktionieren, -kopieren-Sie-ihn-bittg
und .- filgen dhn dm . Adressfeld. Thres Browsers.ein. ></target>
</trans-unit>{ey




Document import settings memoqiest

Filter XML fitker
Filter corfiguration <Mew Configuration:

Add cascading filter.. | FRemove

Encoding and reference files General Tags and attibutes  Entities  Subtitles
Handled tags Tag settings Document import settings

Name Info L] Inline
Fitter XML filter

body Str:Inh [] Mot translated

file: Str;lnh Required: Maomal
Striinh Whitespace handling: Add cascading filter... | Remove

Fitter configuration <Mew Configuration=

header

Str:MT:Inh : o ; ; = -
Freserve Encoding and reference files | General { fTags and attibutes  Entities  Subtitles

1s context 10 for siblings Azsociated DTD or namespace

DTD ar namespace LRL

[] Tag content is comment for siblings Root tag name

Cortent
XML comment handling
[ ] Translate XML comments

XM L f. It Detect encoding if possible
I e r I Input encoding if not detected Unicode (UTF-8)

® Output encoding Same as orginal
H T M L fl Ite r Write BOM to Unicode-encoded files on export
Mamalize whitespace by default
Obszerve xml:space attribute in file
Change xmllang attibute value at export

Break segments at newlines if whitespace is preserved I

|| Import processing instructions as inline tags




Normalization

2nd step: HTML filter

| Target ‘ | v a ‘+ & sort Mo sorting

2 Thank-you-for-your-interest inous=

Please-enter-your-email-address-by-clicking-on

" the-followina-link: 3rd step: Regex Tagger

»Complete-registration

If-the-link-does not-work, please*copy/paste-

LA

- the'link-address-into-the-address-field-of -your-

browser.

(=]

 View pane

. Registrierung-abgeschlossen

oRx

= e e e e e e e

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Changed never

<source><NCDATAL

Dear {salutation},

Thank you for your interest in our newsletter. Please enter your email address by clicking on the following link:
=<a href="{uri}">=Complete registration</a=

If the link does not work, please copy/paste the link address into the address field of your browser.
1]=</source=

<target state="translated"> <![ CDATA[ Source and target text with same line
| Dear {salutation?| breaks and indents.

Thank you for your interest in our newsletter. Please enter your email address by clicking on the following link:
<a href="{uri}">Complete registration</a>

If the link does not work, please copy/paste the link address into the address field of your browser.
11> </target>

</trans-unit>

WTORTR®

®
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4. Source Text in Target Section

The <source>...</source> tags do not contain
the source text.

<trans-unit id="1">
<source xml:lang="en-US"> <![CDATA[company.articleOverview.all]] > </source>

<target xml:lang="de-DE"> <![CDATA[AIl Articles]]></target>
</trans-unit>

Use an XML filter as previously described.
18
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5. Translation in the Note

The client wants to have the translation in a
different area.

<trans-unit id="1">
<source xml:lang="en-US">This is the source segment.</source>

<note>TRANSLATE TO HERE</note>
</trans-unit>

Use a multilingual XML filter to define the source
text area and the target text area.
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5. Translation in the Note

AML import rules

#ML file iclick on row for its XPath expression) ¥Path for selected row

4 <xliff version="12" xminz1="urn:casiz:names texliff document:1.2"=
4 =file enginal="demo bd” source-lzanguage="en-U5" note-language="de-0E" datatype="plaintext™ date="2 Content rule
4 <hody:
4 =group id="1/0-Texis"> h Fill from selected row
4 =irans-unit id="001"=

4 - «ml:space="preserve”>

Source segment ane.

memald language German (Gemany) I e

-

a xml:space="presene": Context (10) XPath for content Fill from selected row

"

z/notex
<frans-umit> Length restriction XPath for content Fill from selected row
zirans-unit 1d="002"=

<trans-unit id="003">
trans-unit id="004"=

Comment XPath for content Fill fram selected row

memaoll comment type Irfarmation

I Save to ule set

Please note that this filter does not allow a cascading Import rule set

HTML filter (at the moment). eng-US.//source:;::0;
ger-DE;//note;;;;0;




5. Translation in the Note

sowee | Jwe«| |Gl

Source segment-one.
2. Source segment-two.

.. Source'segment-three.

s Source'segment-four.

TRANSLATE-TO-HERE
TRANSLATE-TO"HERE
TRANSLATE-TO"HERE
TRANSLATE-TO"HERE

memogqfest
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6. Non-HTML Tags  The text contains custom tags
to signify a line break.

[ color info xif

13
14
15
le
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

31

<source>The names of the following buttons are customizable:</source>
<target>The names of the following buttons are customizable:</target>
-</trans-unit>

<source>Button small</source>
<target>Button small</target>
-</trans-unit>

<source>Button long</source>
<target>Button long</target>
-</trans-unit>

<source>Button large/multi-line</source>
<target>Button large/multi-line</target> I
-</trans-unit>

El<trans-unit xml:space="preserve" 1d="chapter:2 1 0 0 0_ -
<source>Edit the button properties via a right-click.|&lt;x id=s&apos;1lbl&apos; ctype=&ap05:lb&ap05:f&gt:I
Type the new name and save it.</source>
<target>Edit the button properties wvia a right-click. &lt;x id=&apos;lbl&apos; ctype=&apos;lbé&apos;/&gt;
Type the new name and save it.</target>

-</trans-unit>
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Non-HTML Tags

Project home < color infoxlf x|

. Template:
. Buttons

. The'names-of-the-following-buttons-are-
- customizable:

. Button small

. Button-long
Tags show UpP as text . Button-large/multi-line

when imported with lit-the-button- ties via-a-right-click.-
XLIFF or XML filter. "

. Template:
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NnHTML Tags Use 2 XML filter steps

- to convert the x tag text

Filter configuration <Mew Corfiguration

- JE | to a "real" tag

-to use the x tag as a
El_r::::d a::zfarencef"es Gomel Tags and attributes Emme_s Subtitles Stru Ctu re tag

MName Irfa
|:| [a] |:|",' Eitr; |FI |'I
Str:Inh

Str;Inh Whitespace handling:

Str:Inh i

brans-unit Strinh [ ] Tag content is context |0 for siblings
liff Str:Inh

Document import settings

[ ] Tag content is comment for siblings Fitter Cascading filtter

orifiguration <Mew Configuration=
Add cascatwg filter... | Remove

XML filker =

Encoding and reference files  General Tags and attibutes  Ertities
Handled tags

Subtitles
Tag settings
[] Inline

[] Mot translated
Required:

MNomal



Project home < color infoxlf x|

Source | | Target | | W o ‘+

Non-HTML Tags e

2 Buttons

The names-of-the-following-buttons-are-
customizable:

s Button-small
5. Button-long

. Button-large/multi-line

x tag used for segmentation Edit-the-button-properties-via-a-right-click.

e | Type-the'new'name-and-save-it.

: View pane
</Trans-unit=

{SCILII’EE}EdIt the button properties via a rlght -click &It X |d &EIPOS IblEa.apns chype= Eaapcs Ib&apos;
it.</source=

<target=Edit the button properties via a right-click.Type the new name and save it.</target>

< /Trans-unit=
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6. G-Tags for Tags in the Original File

XLIFF has a tag called <g> which can be used to
act as a placeholder for tags in the source file
format.



XLIFF filter

- large segments
- a lot of tags

Here the <g> tag
could be defined

as a structure taqg.

But here the <g>
tag acts as an
Inline tag as well.

YD D Title® Y ErUserof-
this-document »This-document-
is'intended-for-the-end-user-of-the-product.®

) VIt contains-information-on-all-
editions-of ‘theproduct. ) yoWe
therefore-recommend-that-you-print-out-the-
section-that-deals-with-the-product-edition-

- that you-have-purchased. 40 &

»©i»Each-section-contains-all-the-
information-you-need-for-your-product-

edition. » L If-your-product-edition-
does-not-include-a-certain-feature, -this-
featurewill-notbe-described. 4

» 22 L0 If-you-have-any-questions, please-
contact-us-through-our-online-support-
platform.

»Our-products-combine- i »style €:l,- L

. design €, -rand- €tland" Y Innovation-
into-one:»-highly-creative- €. package.

ySee-for-yourself!




XML filter P
g tag iS inline tag 1| Titleofthe*document

YD EDTitle® YD D D Userof this:
2 document yThis*document-is-
intended-for-the*end-user-of-the*product.

i : » yIt-contains information-on-all-
Segmentatlon IS editions-of the-product. ) YiDWe:
S|Ig htly better . therefore'recommend-that-you-print-out-the-

section-that-deals-with-the product-edition-
SE(Q ments are no that'you-have-purchased.

Ionger SO blg Yo » . »Each-section*contains-all*

the:information-you-need-for your-product-
edition. » :Ifyour-product-edition-
does-not-include-a-certain-feature, ‘this-
- feature-will'not-be-described. )

y . i If-yourhave-any-questions, please-
contact-us-through-our-online-support-




Cascading filter
Regex Textfilter 1
Regex Textfilter 2
Regex Textfilter 3
XML

Segmentation Is even
better and the amount
of tags has been
reduced in segments
where tags are not
used as internal tags.

) yIt'contains information-on-all-editions-of"
the-product.

We-therefore-recommend-that-you-print-out-

7. the-section-that-deals-with-the product-

edition-that you-have*purchased.
Each-section-contains-all-the-information-you-

) need-for-your-product-edition.

If-your-product-edition-does-not-include-a-

o. certain-feature,this-feature-will-not-be-

described.

- Ifryou-have-any-questions,please-contact-us-

through-our-online*support-platform.
»Our-products-combine- irstyle €7, - >

» design<l,-lirand- €land- > Innovation-

into onelL»-highly-creative* €. package.

. Seefor-yourself!



Cascading filter a

General Paragraph Include/exclude  Preview Re g eX Te thi Ite r 1 to

(") Rules define content to be excluded (extemal tags)

@® Rules define imported contert [ru:-thinlg v.-.'|':v.-.' is imported) ~ eXt ra Ct text b etW een
<target> tags

Regex Textfilter 2 to use
several g tags as
segmentation point

General Paragraph Include/exclude  Preview

u?u F-iul»fe.-f dfﬁnf cntr;-nt tl:t' ia.w;c:l.ul?Eﬂ:.l lmurrul ’.cags:} - Re g eX --ethi |te r 3 tO
' T exclude g tag sequences

Encoding and reference files General Tags and attributes  Entities  Subti XM L fi |ter to ShOW
o el 'eMaining g tags as

Mame Infio Inline

1 tet rarsiaed [
30 internal tags
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More...

memoqfes

e XLIFF files that show the *. XML extension instead of

* XLIFF

« Rename the file extension

* XLIFF files that do not import, but show an error
message that the language pair of the XLIFF is not the

same as t

* Check t
languag

ne project'slanguage settings
ne XLIFF in a text editor and search for "source-
e=" and "target-language=" and type in the

correct

anguage codes

» Sometimes XLIFF files do not show language codes, but

the info

rmation "default"
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More...

« XLIFF files that show the * XLIFF extension, but
once opened with a text editor you can see that
they are not XLIFF files at all, because the XLIFF
header is missing.
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Thank you!

Any questions?

zerfass@zaac.de
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