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In addition to the existing automated actions, templates 
also you to run a script in different situations 
(trigger points) in a project.

file processing before import
file processing after export

XLIFF manipulation 
during the project

Templates with Scripts
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Before Import
Files might needs preparation steps to hide text from 
translation or to adapt the structure of the file for correct 
processing in memoQ.

• Macros to run on Word files to apply hidden formatting

• Structure changes to XML files to make them multilingual

• Changing line break characters in the text inside an XML file 
from (\n) into tags <break/> for better segmentation
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Before Import - Macros in Word
Example:

• Hiding all text that is not marked with a yellow highlight color

Original document In memoQ

(after preparation with a macro to apply 
hidden text to everything that does NOT have 
a yellow highlight)
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Before Import - Macros in Word
Example:

• Adding a copy of each paragraph so that after translation there 
is a paragraph in the source language followed by the translated 
paragraph.

- copy paragraphs
- apply hidden formatting

to source

Only visible text 
gets translated
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Setting up the template

• Add file extension

• Add the scripting file
• Enter a name

• Add the command that 
includes the macro name

Script before import tab

• Add/Update item
• Test your automation

• The blue text opens a 
temp folder with the 
result of the script
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After Export – Macros in Word
Set up the corresponding options to run a macro on the 
Word files after export to unhide the hidden text again.
It works the same way as the Scripting before Import, just 
change the name of the macro to be used.
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Scripting in server projects

• Change settings in the deployment
tool on the memoQ server machine.

• See the online help for 
further explanation:
https://docs.memoq.com/current/en/Places/edit-template-import-
export-scripting.html

1. To use macros memoQ server projects, Office has to be 
installed on the machine that runs memoQ server!

2. The server needs to be allowed to run scripts.

https://docs.memoq.com/current/en/Places/edit-template-import-export-scripting.html
https://docs.memoq.com/current/en/Places/edit-template-import-export-scripting.html
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Before Import - Structure Changes
An XML file needs to be multilingual after translation.

• memoQ cannot add new XML structure tags into an 
existing file, but a script can prepare the file so that the 
necessary structure for the translations exist.
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Before Import – Segmentation Markers

Changing the import file so that memoQ recognizes 
segmentation points.

• Here an XML file that contains text from another system which 
uses codes like \n for line breaks.

• A script can change that into a code that memoQ can interpret 
more easily as a segment break in XML, like <break/>.
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REGEX – Find and Replace
• Simple find&replace actions like these can be created with 

the FindAndReplaceTool that comes with memoQ.
• It is installed at: C:\Program Files\memoQ\FindReplace Tool

• (This is also the place where the configuration files with the 
find&replace actions need to be located)

• See also: https://docs.memoq.com/current/en/Places/edit-
template-find-and-replace.html

• The tool can manipulate files before import, files after export 
AND files after import (MQXLIFF).

https://docs.memoq.com/current/en/Places/edit-template-find-and-replace.html
https://docs.memoq.com/current/en/Places/edit-template-find-and-replace.html
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Segmentation Changes
Example for segmentation 
change before import and 
undoing the change after 
export.
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Manipulating the XLIFF files
In some instances you might want to change things in the 
XLIFF files inside the project. For example:

• changing/deleting things done by pre-translation
• adjusting MT  suggestions
• deleting pseudo-translation

• setting a segment to locked

• changing the segment status
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Manipulating the XLIFF files
The FindAndReplace Tool of memoQ will do the following:

• At the desired trigger point, run the 
"Execute Custom Code" action.

• The file in the project is exported as MQXLIFF to a temp folder 
and processed with a regular expression find&replace action.

• Then the MQXLIFF file is imported back to the project and 
updates the document there.
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FindAndReplace Tool

What you need:

• Script file that initiates the custom code execution (comes with 
the FindAndReplace Tool, startscript.bat).

• Configuration XML that contains the find & replace action
• Example config file comes with the FindAndReplace Tool
• Define regular find&replace or REGEX action
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Running Custom Code
• At the trigger points in the automation section, 

select "Execute custom code".
• On a memoQ sever the server 

needs to allow execution of 
the code!
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FindAndReplace Tool – Configuration File

Changing line break characters into 
break tags before import

Adding the information "locked" 
to digit-only segments

Changing break tags back to line 
break characters after export
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PO file (with empty element)
PO files with an empty element (spaces only) prevent memoQ from 
creating a preview. Changing the spaces before import to some other 
characters allows the preview creation. Script to undo the changes after 
export.

Without preparation With preparation
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More…
• Changing quote marks " to « and » after pre-translation 

with MT (DeepL in this case).
• Added a status change for these segments (status = Rejected) 

to alert the users that this segment has been changed.
• Deleting the pseudo translation (after import) to keep 

the file in the project for further processing .
• No need to re-import a clean copy of the file in case the 

pseudo translation did not find any issues.
• Extracting segments with comments from the XLIFF file 

via a Python script.
…
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Your Ideas…

zerfass@zaac.de
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